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between their intrenched positions against Hood's CHAP.XYH
whole army. In fact, they made no attempt to do
so; but generally the intrenched positions were
held, as well as important bridges, and stores
located at them. Allatoona, for instance, was de-
fended by a small force of men under the command
of General Corse, one of the very able and efficient
volunteer officers produced by the war. He, with
a small force, was cut off from the remainder of the
National army, and was attacked with great vigor
by many times his own number. Sherman from
his high position could see the battle raging, with
the Confederate troops between him and his sub-
ordinate. He sent men, of course, to raise the
temporary siege, but the time that would be ne- U7"U9
cessarily consumed in reaching Corse would be
so great that all occupying the intrenchments
might be dead. Corse was a man who would
neve,r surrender. From a high position some of
Sherman's signal corps discovered a signal-flag
waving from a hole in the block-house at Al-
latoona. It was from Corse. He had been shot
through the face, but he signaled to his chief a
message which left no doubt of his determination
to hold his post at all hazards. It was at this
point, probably, that Sherman first realize^ that
with the forces at his disposal the keeping open of
his line of communications with the North would
be impossible if he expected to retain any force
with which to operate offensively beyond Atlanta.
He proposed, therefore, to destroy the roads back xxxixo)
to Chattanooga, when all ready to move, and leave m'm'm
the latter place garrisoned. Tet, before abandoning
the railroad, it was necessary that he should repaird
